[image: ]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 	Comment by Author: This is a sample news release.

Insert: Date
Insert: Contact info
CONTACT: 

NHTSA Urges Drivers to
Slow Down and Move Over When Lights Are Flashing	Comment by Author: Option: You can include your state/location organization name too:
NHTSA and {State/Local Organization} Urge...


[City, State] — Every day, law enforcement officers, emergency responders, and other roadside workers risk their lives to help keep Americans safe. One of the most dangerous parts of an officer’s job is stepping out of his or her patrol car and onto the side of the road, whether it is for a traffic stop, to assist a motorist, or to investigate a crash. Tragically, dozens have been killed in the line of duty. 	Comment by Author: Insert: City, State	Comment by Author: Localize: We encourage you to insert your local/state statistics related to this topic. 
If using these national statics, please check for any updated stats at https://trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/first-responder-safety#2351 

To protect those who protect us, every state has a variation of a “Move Over” law, requiring drivers to move over and/or slow down when approaching stopped vehicles with flashing lights activated. In fact, the “Move Over” laws do not only apply to law enforcement — these laws also help protect other first responders, tow truck drivers, and any drivers of emergency vehicle with flashing lights activated. Some state laws also protect utility workers and other roadside workers.

Because these laws vary from state to state, it is the driver’s responsibility to know their state’s specific requirements. The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is working with local highway safety partners and law enforcement to help get the word out to every motorist: Move Over. It’s the Law.

The “Move Over” law isn’t new: It was first introduced in South Carolina in 1996. In 2012, Hawaii was the final state to enact such a law. Unfortunately, law enforcement officers and others are still killed every year by drivers who fail to obey the law and move over.

“Slowing down and moving over is a simple way to help protect law enforcement, first responders, and others who work on the roads at all hours of the day,” said [Local Law Enforcement Official]. “These emergency personnel work in dangerous situations all the time, but drivers really increase that risk for them when they zoom by and ignore the flashing lights — and the law.” That’s why all drivers need to know the law and follow it. By following this law, we protect those who protect us.	Comment by Author: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact them for permission to use their names in this news release. Also, you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you issue the news release.

NHTSA has used a similar high-visibility approach in other traffic safety campaigns, such as Click It or Ticket, to increase seat belt use. These tactics have proven helpful in getting the word out about existing laws and the reasons they’re important.

[Local Official] stressed the meaning behind the national awareness campaign. “Many drivers seem to think that moving over is just an optional courtesy when they see law enforcement or emergency vehicles pulled over on the side of the road,” [he/she] said. “It’s not optional. Move Over. It’s the Law.” 	Comment by Author: Customize: Insert name and title of person being quoted.	Comment by Author: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact them for permission to use their names in this news release. Also, you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you issue the news release. 
Emergency and other roadside personnel can only do so much to keep themselves safe when they pull over on the side of the road. The rest of the responsibility falls on other motorists. Remember, next time you see those flashing lights on the side of the road, Move Over. It’s the Law.	Comment by Author: Localize: Consider adding info on state-specific “Move Over” law, including fines/penalties if available.


For more information about the Move Over. It’s the Law. campaign, visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/first-responder-safety. You can also find more information at https://exchange.aaa.com/automotive/roadside-assistance/slow-down-move-over/.
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