

[bookmark: _Hlk105406324]FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date]	Comment by Author: This is a sample news release. 
Insert: Date
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[bookmark: _Hlk105406371]October is National Pedestrian Safety Month:
Safer Drivers Save Lives

[City, State] — October is National Pedestrian Safety Month. To celebrate this safety awareness month, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is urging drivers to slow down and be alert for pedestrians. Walking should always be an easy and safe option for getting around any community. 	Comment by Author: Insert: City, State	Comment by Author: Option: If using this news release as part of National Pedestrian Safety Month, consider adding: While pedestrian safety is important year-round, National Pedestrian Safety Month, {insert start and end dates if relevant,} is a good time to remind people of the importance...
Unfortunately, in 2022 there were 7,522 pedestrians killed in traffic crashes, a 0.7-percent increase from the 7,470 pedestrian fatalities in 2021. It is the highest since 1981 when 7,837 pedestrians died in traffic crashes. In 2022 there were an estimated 67,336 pedestrians injured in traffic crashes, an 11-percent increase from 60,579 pedestrians injured in 2021. On average, a pedestrian was killed every 70 minutes and injured every 8 minutes in traffic crashes in 2022. In fact, pedestrian deaths accounted for 18% of all traffic fatalities and 3% of all people injured in traffic crashes in 2022.	Comment by Author: Localize: We encourage you to insert your local/state statistics related to this topic. 
If using these national statics, please check for any updated stats at https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/pedestrian-safety#1916

You can also use NHTSA's Pedestrian Data Visualization Tool to look up your city or county: https://explore.dot.gov/views/DV_FARS_PD/Home?%3Aiid=2&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y
The personal, physical, and environmental benefits of walking can lead to safer, healthier, and cleaner streets. Walking can also improve local economies and enhance social and community engagement, which can lead to more vibrant, resilient, and livable spaces.
For many Americans, Halloween is the highlight of October. Drivers should be aware that on Halloween evening, there will likely be more pedestrians on the roads and in unexpected places. Families will be trick-or-treating with smaller children who may be unaware of surrounding traffic and quick to dart into the street. Remember: Slower speeds save lives. NHTSA encourages local communities to schedule safety events and corresponding messages about the importance of safe road use when driving around pedestrians.
Everyone shares in the responsibility for road safety. NHTSA urges communities to adopt the Safe System Approach, which is a comprehensive plan that helps prevent crashes from happening and minimizes the injury to those involved in crashes that do occur. Ultimately, it’s about making communities safer for everyone. The plan has five objectives:
· Safer People: Encourage safe, responsible behavior by people who use roads, and create conditions that prioritize their ability to reach their destination unharmed.
· Safer Speeds: Promote safer speeds in all roadway environments through a combination of thoughtful, equitable, context-appropriate roadway design, appropriate speed-limit setting, targeted education, outreach campaigns, and enforcement.
· Safer Roads: Design roadway environments to mitigate human mistakes and account for injury tolerances, to encourage safer behaviors, and to facilitate safe travel by the most vulnerable users.
· Safer Vehicles: Expand the availability of vehicle technology that helps to prevent crashes and minimize the impact of crashes on both occupants and non-occupants.
· Post-Crash Care: Enhance the survivability of people in crashes through expedient access to emergency medical care. Create a safer working environment for first responders and prevent crashes through traffic incident management practices.
[bookmark: _Hlk170296536]“Walking is one of the best things you can do for both your mental and physical health, and also for the environment,” said [Local Official]. “In [Community], we want to help ensure that our pedestrians are safe on the sidewalks, crossing the street — anywhere that people walk, bike, or roll they should be able to do so without fear or stress. We urge drivers to take the time to look out for pedestrians, slow down, and incorporate pedestrian awareness into their driving routines.” 	Comment by Author: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact them for permission to use their names in this news release. Also, you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you issue the news release. 
For more information about pedestrian safety, please visit https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/pedestrian-safety.
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